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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices, * In seasonally adjusted average 1989-90 prices, the total

seasonally adjunsted value of building work done for the December quartet
1994 fell by 3.6% to $107.9 million. This is, however,
only 6.6% below he June quarter 1992 figure of $115.5
Percentage change on million, the highest since the March quarter 1990,

Sept. quarter 1994 Dec. quarter 1993

s The value of new residential work done for the December
guarier 1994 was $63.3 miliion, virtually unchanged from

N idential buildi 02 9.3 . o
Nﬁ:_r,ii'idi:lma] bﬂldﬂg 47 40 the previous quarter. This is 9.3% lower than the Decem-
Total building 34 59 ber quarter 1993 figure of $69.8 million, which was the

record high for this series since it began in the Seplember
quarter 1980. Work done on non residential building fell
4,7% {or the December quarter to $36.3 million.
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INQUIRIES < Jor more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished statistics,

contact Rex Porter on Adelaide (08) 237 7496 or any AI3S State Office.

< for information about other ABS statistics and services plcase contact Information Services on Tobart
{002) 20 5800, call at 175 Collins Street, Hobart, or write to Information Services, ABS, GPO Box GOA,
Hobart TAS 7001.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS — continued

Value of building work commenced at average 1989-9¢ Number of dwelling units commenced, scasonally ad-
prices justed

Percentage changs on Percentage change on

Sept. quarter 1994 Dec. quarter 1993 Sept. quetrter 1994 Dee. quarter 1993

New residential building 35 -17.4 Private sector houscs —4.6 -3.2
Alterations and additions Privale sector dwelling units 0.4 -153

to residential buildings 514 21.7 Tolal dwelli iis LY —14.7
Non-residcotial building 16.8 416 olal dwelling und - 14
Total building 1L.5 -25.0

» In scasonally adjusted terms the estimate of the total
number of dwelling units commenced during the Decem-

* In average 1989-90 prices (but not seasonally adjusted) ber quarler 1994 was 862. Although not significantly

the total value of bujiding work commenced during the
December quarler 1994 rose 11.5% to $104.1 million.
'This is still 25.0%% less than the December quarter 1993

more than the previous quarter and 14.7% down on a year
carlier, the sharp decreases of the 2 previous quarlers were
arresied.,

leve! of $138.8 million, the highest since the June quarter

16989, - . .
» The number of privale sector houses commenced during

the December quarter felt 4.6% to 660. This was the third
successive decreasc [rom the 781 commencements for the
March guarter 1994, which was a record for the series
since it began with the September quarter 1980,

» The value of new residential buildings commenced was
up 3.5% from the September quarter 1994 to $58.8 mil-
lion. This follows 3 consecutive quarterly falls from the
December quarter 1993 figure of $71.2 million, the high-
est since the June quarter 1979. Commencemeats of al-
terations and additions to residential buildings rose 51.4% ]
from the September quarter 1994 to $11.2 million, the N D s abyusren Y
highest since the series began wilh the Seplember quarter ' Nz ber
1973. - 1,200

« The value of non—residential commencements rose $4.9
million or 10.8% to $34.1 million for the December
quarter 1994, This was made up of a $4.8 million decrease
in privaie seclot commencements and an increase in 00
commencements for the public sector of an estimated
$9.7 million.
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New ””'ﬂ/‘“"al T *  The total value of building work commenced (unadjusted,
- N A e T ~ al current prices) during the December guarter 19%4 was
50 $118.2 million. Of this, $70.0 million was for ncw resi-
Non pesidential dential building resulting in 897 dwelling units.
The total value of work done during the December yuarter
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was $128.1 million while the value of work yetto be done
on jobs under construction at the end of December 1994
was down $6.3 million to $121.1 million.



VALLUE OF RESI DENTIAL WORK DONE
AT AVERAGE 1989-50 PRI CES
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TABLE 4. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, TASMANIA

SEASONALILY ADJUSTED SERIES (a)

flouses Total
Private Frivate
sector Total serfor Tatal
Period Cemmenned Cumglered Commenced Completed Commenced Completed Commeneed Completed
1993 Sept. gur 778 755 773 759 1.069 951 1.067 YRS
Dec. qir 682 745 693 743 1,000 292 1,00t 974
1994 Mar. gtr 8L 685 808 695 1,082 923 1.069 950
Tune gtr 741 633 753 723 930 895 978 239
Sepl. qirr 692 8866 687 674 844 837 846 498
Dec. qtr 660 682 669 GRZ 847 8GR 862 856
(1) Series have been rovised due to annual re-analysis of veasonal adjustment faclors.
TABLE 5. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, TASMANIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (a}
{$ midlion)
New residential binlding
Non-residential Tofaf
Periad Houses Total beilding bnitding
1993 Sept. gtr a0.7 76.1 2%.6 1155
Dec. gtr 636 0.1 381 126.8
1994 Mar. qir 62.4 79.2 309 121.9
June gt one 7.9 40.6 126.9
Sept. gqtrr 571 737 387 1244
Dec. gtr 03,1 0.1 372 1235

(a) Stries have been revised due to annual re-analysis of scasonal adjustment (actors.



11

TABLE 6. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a), TASMANIA

($ million)
New residential building Alferations and Non-residential building
additions to
Other residential residential Private Total
Period Houses huildings Total brildings sector Total Duilding
1951-92 1831 49.1 2322 o, 78.7 1110 3733
1992-93 192.1 G0.2 2523 L 67.8 1037 3872
1993-04 203.8 a5.2 269.0 3.8 #5.8 1585 461.3
1993 Sept. gtr 49.4 17.2 66.6 6.0 211 36.6 108.2
Dec. gtr 504 208 71.2 2.2 22.0 58.4 [38.8
1994 Mar. ytr 52.4 15.1 6758 8.4 21.5 319 108.3
June gtr 516 12.1 637 9.7 1.0 RI¥. 105.0
Sept. gt ¢ 46.1 10.7 56.8 7.4 2l 292 3.4
Dec. qtr 4172 106 588 11.2 182 341 104.1
(3) See paragraphs 24 and 25 of the Explanatory Notes. Cunstant price estimates are subject (o revision sach quarter as more up to date infonnation on prices and
commodity compositions becomnes available
TABLE 7. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AT AYERAGE 1939-20 PRICES (a}, TASMANIA
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
{$ millivn)
New residential uilding Alterations and Non-residential building
additions re
Other residentiod restdential Private Total
Perod Huouses Duildings Tutal huitdings secinr Total building
ORIGINAL
1991-92 1838 48.4 7322 30.2 106.7 1580 4204
1992-93 192.0 615 2535 3.0 75.8 i11.3 3958
1993-94 207.1 £1.8 268.9 339 76.4 1380 440.8
1993 Sept. gtr 1.4 156 67.0 7.2 17.9 322 106.4
Dec. gtr 54.4 15.8 71.2 8.5 20.5 38.9 1149.0
1994 Mar. gqur 505 143 64.8 7.3 155 26.5 99.2
June qtr 50.8 15.1 65.9 9.9 225 40.4 1162
Hept. qtrr 479 165 644 B4 24.7 41.6 114.4
Dec. qir 534 112 G4.6 100 251 373 111.8
SEASONALLY ADIUSTED
1993 Sept. qir 50.7 n.a. 654 n.a. n.a. 293 103.7
Dec. qur 536 na 69.8 LEN n.a. 378 1147
1954 Mar. gtr 523 na. 68.1 .4, n.a. 0.5 108.3
Junt gir 50.5 na., 65.2 na. n.a. 40,1 1138
Sept, qtrr 47.3 n.a, 634 R.a. .. 8.1 111.9
De¢, gtr 527 n.d. 633 n.a. n.a. 36.2 107.9

{4} See paragraphs 24 to 26 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates arc subject to revision cach guarter as more up to date information un prices and commodity

compusitions becomes available



TABLE 8. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSIIIP,
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CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

TASMANIA
Private sector Pulblic secior Toiaf
ifouses
Other Other Oither
Cantracior- residential residential residential
Period built iher Total  buddings Total Houses  buddings Toraf Houses  buildings Total
COMMENCELD
1991-92 1,263 1,346 2,609 BI7 3,486 9 85 78 2,702 962 A.664
1992-93 1,625 1.15 2,840 a7 3,837 38 102 140 2.878 1.099 3,977
1993-94 1,736 1,238 2,974 1,031 4,008 46 &1 107 34020 1,092 4,112
1993 Scpt. gtr 363 368 73 9 1.050 — — — 731 319 1.0s0
Dec. qir 464 262 746 30t 1,047 3 — & 752 309 1,053
1994 Mar. ytr 450 ag? 757 212 962 34 44 78 791 256 1,047
June gtr 459 282 740 199 939 6 17 23 746 216 962
Sept, gtr ¢ 449 202 651 182 833 — 4 4 651 186 837
Dec. qtr 363 35% 711 165 884 4 7 il 725 172 897
UNDER CONSTRUCTION Al END OF PERIOD
1991-92 572 1,439 2,010 551 2,561 10 18 28 2,020 569 2,589
1992-93 562 1,393 1,955 424 2.379 1 20 k]| 1.956 454 2,410
1993-94 660 1,352 2,09 566 2,585 4 50 54 2,023 516 2,639
1993 Sept. gtr 577 1,376 1,952 541 2,493 1 — 1 1.952 541 2,493
Dec. gtr 556 1,324 1,880 572 2,459 6 — 6 1,886 579 2,465
19234 Mar. gtr 603 1,402 2.004 559 2.563 33 44 77 2,037 603 2,640
Tune qtr 666 1,352 2019 566 2.585 4 50 54 2.023 616 2.G39
Sept. qtrt 589 1214 2,004 582 2586 — 2 2 2.004 584 2588
Dec. gtr 586 1.387 1,973 554 2.527 2 3 3 1,975 560 2,535
COMPLETED
1991-92 1220 1,239 7,458 796 3254 122 116 238 2,580 912 3,492
1992-93 1,643 1,224 2,868 1,112 3,981 47 50 137 2,915 1.203 4,118
1993-94 1,645 1,234 2,879 885 3,764 43 41 84 2,922 926 3,848
1993 Sept. qtr 352 78 719 202 931 1 30 31 730 232 Q62
Dec. qtr 486 323 &09 259 i,068 — — _ 808 259 1,068
1994 Mar. qtr 48 215 623 232 835 7 — 7 630 232 B62
June qtr 39 318 717 192 909 35 11 46 752 203 955
Sept. qtr v 435 211 646 178 824 4 52 56 650 230 B8O
Dec. qir 461 278 740 193 933 2 3 5 742 196 938
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TABLE 9. NUMBER AND VALUE OF NEW [IOUSES BUILT BY CONTRACT BUILDERS FOR
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP, BY COMPLETION YALUE RANGE AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION

TASMANIA
Commenced Under construction at end of period Conpleted
fess 340,000 Less 840000 Less 40,000
thun o $60,000 than v $60,000 than to  S60.000
Period L40.000 350,990 and over Total  B40.000 359,999  and over Total 340000 559,999  and over Total
NIUIMBER
i991-92 76 383 804 1,263 42 112 418 572 78 362 TED 1,220
1992-23 9B 417 1,110 1625 te 1 440 562 128 424 1.09]1 1,643
1993-94 97 119 1,320 1,736 27 A2 887 666 84 353 1.208 1,645
1993 Sept. qtr 9 73 281 363 18 14 454 577 7 64 I8 a52
Dec. qur 32 87 345 464 25 89 4421 556 25 110 351 486
1554 Mar. gir as 24 320 450 40 103 460 603 18 &0 310 408
June qtr 21 64 374 439 7 R2 557 666 34 99 266 394G
Sept. qir v i 58 361 449 25 71 593 689 34 74 328 436
Dec. gtr 14 39 Ao RIFK] 25 64 497 586 11 44 46 461
VALUL (§m)
1991-92 2.0 19.9 786 L6 1.1 5.4 44.4 510 2.0 i8.2 710 97.3
1992-93 .6 209 105.0 12B.4 0.4 52 45.5 511 35 21.2 155 130.2
199394 2.5 16.1 172 1419 0.7 4.1 572 62.0 22 178 1135 133.4
1993 Sept. qlr 0.2 kX1 254 29.2 0.5 5.1 46.7 52.3 01 32 259 25.2
Dreg. gir 0.2 4.4 31.6 370 0.7 4.4 44.4 425 0.7 5.4 342 40.3
L4994 Mar. gty 0.8 4.8 314 azn 1.0 5 47.7 539 0.4 4.1 28.4 2.9
June gir 0.6 33 37 8.7 0.7 41 572 62.0 Q9 51 25.0 31.0
Sept. girr 0.9 29 35.1 B9 0.6 35 3.1 67.2 1D 1.7 3.0 34.7
Dec. gtr 0.4 1.¢ 28.2 30.4 0.6 iz 523 561 03 2.1 07 42.1
TABLE 10. SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, TASMANIA
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT)
DECEMBER QUARTER 1994
New residential biilding Valwe
Houses Total Alterations
Ownership and stage ”‘”"'!"5-" of and aujdmoru
) ” dweiling fa residential Total
of enstructian Number Value sty Vaiie buildings building
PRIVATE SECTOR
Commenced 2.7 2.8 2.2 23 6.0 1.8
Tnder construction at end of period 2.2 22 1.7 18 59 1.4
Completed 3.7 a9 3.0 3.3 85 2.4
Value of work done . 24 . 20 4.9 1.4
Value af work yet to be done N 27 .. 23 8.1 1.5
TOTAI. PRIVALE AND PUBLIC SECTORS
Commenced 2.7 2.7 2.2 2.3 59 1.5
Under construction at end of periad 2.2 22 17 1.8 58 1.3
Completed A7 iR 29 3.3 B3 1.9
Walue of work done .. 2.3 ‘e 2.0 4.8 1.3
Value of work yet to be done .o 2.7 i 2.2 8.1 1.7
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed resulis from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey. Uscrs should note that
data for the latest quarter is subject to revision.

2. The slalistics are compiled on the basis of relurns
collected from builders and other individuals and organisa-
tions engaged in building activity. The yuarterly survey con-
sists of lwo componenis.

(a) A sample survey of private sector house bailding
activity involving new house construction or altera-
tions and additions valued at $10,000 or more to
houses.

A complele enumeration of jobs involving construc-
tion of new residential buildings other than private
sector houses, all allerations and additions to residen-
tial buildings (other than private seclor houses) with
an approval value of $10,000 or more, and all non-—
residential building jobs with an approval value of
$50,000 or more.

(b)

3, Prior to the September quarter 1990, the cut—off for
inclusion ol non-tesidential building jobs (both ncw and
alterations and additions) was $30,000 or more and prior to the
September quarter 1985 it was $10,000 or more. Care should
be taken in iaterpreting data for specific classes of non-
residential building.

4, The use of sample survey techniques in the Building
Activity Survey means that reliable estimates of private sector
house building activity, including alterations and additions to
houses, are available only at the State/Territory and Australia
levels with the exception of the Northera Territory, Tlowever,
dwelling unit commencement data for regions below Statc
level are shown in the moathly series of dwelling unit com-
mencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Dala [rom
this series, unlike those compiled from the Building Activity
Survey, are based on information reported by local and other
government authorities,

Scope and coverage

5. ‘The statistics relate Lo building activity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additicns to
existing buildings. Construction activily not defined as build-
ing {(e.g. construction of roads, bridges, raiiways, earthworks,
etc.) is excluded.

a. Building jobs included in cach quarter in the Building
Activity Survey comprise those building jobs sclecled in
previous quarters which have not been completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
jobs aewly selected in the current quarter. The population list
[rom which building jobs are selected for inclusion comprises
all approved building jobs which were notified to the ABS up
to but not including the last month of the reference quarter (e.g.
up 1o the end of August in respect of the September quarter
survey). This introduces a Jag to the statistics in respect of those
building jobs notilied ¢rd commenced in the last month of the
reference quarter {e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey). For example, building jobs
which were notified as approved in the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly, building jobs
which were notified in the month ol September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments in the December quarter.

Definitions

7. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed, and permanent
structure which has a roof. lts intended purpose is primarily
to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or live-
stock. An integral feature of a building’s design, to satisly its
intended use, is the provision for regular access by persons.

8. A dwelling unit is defined as a self—ontained suitc of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and intended
for long—term rcsidential use, Units (whether self-contained
or not) within buildings offering institutional care, such as
hospilals, or temporary accommodation such as motels, hos-
tels and holiday apartments, arc nol defined as dwelling ugits.
The value of units of this type is included in the appropriate
caiegory of non-residential building,

9. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be eilher houses or other residentiai
buildings.

(a) A house is defined as a detached building predomi-
nantly used for long—erm residential purposcs and
consisting of oaly one dwelling unit, Thus, detached
‘granny [lats” and detached dwelling units (such as
caretakers’ residences) associated with non—residen-
tial buildings are defined as houses for the purpose of
Lhese slatistics.

An other residential building is defined as a building
which is predorminantly used for long—term residential
purposes and which contains (or has atlached to it)
more than one dwelling unit {e.g. includes town
houses, duplexes, apartment buildings, etc.).

(b)

10, The number of dwelling units created by altcrations
and additions to existing buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new non-rtesidential buildings, is not included in the
tables but is shown as a footnote to Table 1.

11. Conmenced, A huilding job is regarded as com-
menced when the [irst physical building activity has been
performed on site in the form of materials fixed in placc and/or
labour expended (this includes site preparation but excludes
delivery of building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction ol non-building infrastructures
such as roads).

12. Under construction. A buiiding job is regarded as
belng under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced bul has not been completed, and work on it has
nol been abandoned.

13. Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progressed to the stage when the
building can fulfil its intended function. In practice, the ABS
regards buildings as completed when nolified as such by
respondents to the survey.

Valuation of building jobs

14, The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reported on survey returns as follows,

(a) Value of building commenced or under consiruction
represenls the anticipated complelion value based,
where practicable, on the estimaled market or contract
price of building jobs excluding the valuc of land and
landscaping. Site preparation costs are included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters, the
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21. "The imprecision due (0 sampling variability, which is
measured by the relative standard crror, should not be confused
with inaccuracies that may occur because of inadequacics in
the source of building approval information, imperfcctions in
reporting by respondents, and crrors made in the coding and
processing ol data, Inaccuracies of this kind arc referred to as
non-sampling error, and may occur in any enumeration
whether it be a full count or only a sample. BEvery effort is made
to reduce the non—sampling error to a minimum by the caretul
design of questionnaires, efforts to obtain responscs for all
selected building jobs, and efficient operating procedures.

Seasonal adjustment

22, Seasonally adjusted huilding statistics are shown in
Tables 4, 5 and 7. In the scasonally adjusted series, account
has been tuken of normal scasonal factors and trading day
effecls (arising from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mon-
days, Tuesdays, elc. in the quarler) and the effect of the
movement in the date of Easter which may, in successive years,
affect figures for differcnt quarters. In this publication (7.e. the
December quarler issuc) the seascnally adjusied serics have
beer revised as a result of the annual re-analysis of seasonal
factors, Details ol the methods used in scasonally adjusting the
series are given in Seasonally Adjusted Indicators, Australia
(1308.0).

23, Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect both irregu-
lar and trend movements, an upward or downward movement
in a seasonally adjusted series docs not necessarily indicalc a
change of trend. Particular care should therefore be taken in
interpreting individual quarier lo quarler movements. Each of
the component series shown has been seasonally adjusted
independently. As a consequence, while the unadjusied com-
poneats in the original series shown add to the totals, the
adjusted components may not add o the adjusted totals. Fur-
ther, the difference between independently seasonally adjusted
series does not necessarily produce scrics which are optimal
or even adequate adjustments of the similarly derived original
series. Thus the ligures which can be derived by subtracling
seasonally adjusted private sector dwelling units from the
seasonally adjusted total should not be used to represent sea-
sonally adjusted public sector dwelling unils.

Estimates at constant prices

24. Estimates ol the value of commencemenls and work
done at average 1989-90 prices are shown in Tables 6 and 7.
Constant price estimates measure changes in value after the
dirccl effects of price changes have been eliminalcd. The
deflators used to revalue the current price estimates in this
publication are derived from the same price data underlying
the deflators compiled for the dwellings and non—dwelling
construction components of the nalional accounls aggregate
‘Gross fixed capital expenditure’.

25, Estimates at constant prices are subject 10 a number of
approximations and assumptions. Further information on the
nature and concepts of constant price estimates is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts: Sources and Meth-
ods (52106.0).
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26.  Thefactors used to seasonally adjust the constant price
series are identical to those used to adjust the corresponding
current price serics.

Unpublished data and related publications
27. The ABS can also make available certain building
approvals and aclivily dala which are not published. Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following lorms: micro-
fiche, photocopy, computer printout, {loppy disk and clerically
extracied tabulation, Inquiries should be made to the contact
shown at the front of this publication.

28. Users may also wish Lo refer o the following building
and construction publications which arc available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — monthly ($13.50)

Building Approvals, Tasmania (8731.6) - monthly ($11.00)

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reporied by Approving
Authorities, Tasmania (8741.6) ~ monthly ($10.00)

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)

Fngineering Construction Acuvity, Australia (8762.(0) —
quarterly ($11.00)

29. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
{1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be
released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications
Advice are available [rom any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

n.a, not available
not applicable
_ nil or rounded Lo zero
r figure or serics revised since previous issue.
30. Where ligures have been rounded, discrepancies may

acenr between sums of the component items and totals.

WILLIAM P. McREYNOIDS
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician and
Government Statistician of Tasmania
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